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formulations of values (e.g., the law as written); 
social norms are associated with actual behavior 
patterns (e.g., the law as enforced). Conflict will 
occur between authorities and subjects regarding the 
congruence of the cultural and social norms.

Two additional social factors are the level of orga-
nization and the level of sophistication of both 
the authorities and the subjects. It is assumed that 
authorities are organized, since organization is essen-
tial for establishing and maintaining power. Conflict 
is more likely when subjects are also organized. Turk 
defined sophistication as the understanding of pat-
terns in the behavior of others, which is then used 
in an effort to manipulate them. When either the 
subjects or authorities are less sophisticated, conflict 
is more likely to occur. For instance, when authorities 

In understanding criminal justice—its theory and practice under capitalism—we 
provide a theory and a practice that has as its objective changing the world. The 
importance of criminal justice is that it moves us dialectically to reject the capital-
ist order and to struggle for a new society. We are engaged in socialist revolution.92

Turk stressed the importance of nonpartisan conflict theory. Specifically, he maintained 
that the ideological position or the political utilities of theories are irrelevant when 
assessing the validity of knowledge claims.93 Thus, truth should be independent of an 
individual’s political ideology or personal values.

Richard Quinney: The Social Reality of Crime
Drawing from Vold’s comments as well as from social interaction and labeling theory, 
Quinney provided a different explanation of criminal behavior. He set forth six proposi-
tions that described his social reality of crime. These propositions are as follows:

Proposition 1 (definition of crime): Crime is a definition of human conduct that is 
created by authorized agents in a politically organized society.

This proposition reflects assumptions of labeling theory. Quinney maintained that crime 
is created. Further, he argued that this proposition avoids the more commonly used 
“clinical perspective,” which focuses on the quality of the act and assumes some type of 
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